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	APHA is the National Reference Laboratory for both Equine and Avian WNV. The Laboratory successfully participates in European WNV proficiency testing schemes and WNV serological testing at APHA is accredited under the International Standard for testing laboratories ISO 17025 (No. 1769). 
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Tests available
APHA offers two tests for WNV serology: 
· TC0868 is an IgM capture ELISA which will give an indication of an early infection.
· TC0869 is a competition ELISA which will provide evidence of current or past infections and confirm vaccination status

These tests can be used for:
· Importing/exporting horses

· Confirming seroconversion after vaccination or seroprevalence studies 
· Test to Exclude WNV (Exclusion Testing Reference Number must be obtained)
Please note:

· Test to Exclude: This form must not be used if there is a clinical suspicion of West Nile fever. If you suspect this disease in a horse you must report it immediately by calling the Defra Rural Services Helpline on 03000 200 301 for England; call 0300 303 8268 for Wales and for Scotland contact your local Field Services Office. Failure to do so is an offence. However, veterinarians who wish to exclude WNV from a disease diagnosis may submit a serum sample through the ‘test to exclude’ (TTE) pathway. An ‘Exclusion Testing Reference Number’ must be obtained prior to submission from an APHA Customer Advice Duty veterinarian by contacting the phone numbers above.

· Serum submitted for a healthy animal (import, export, vaccination status or seroprevalence studies) can be sent directly as below. An Exclusion Testing Reference Number is not required. Please state the reason for testing on the submission form and shipping details if relevant.

· These ELISAs cannot differentiate between vaccinated and infected animals.
Completing the WNV submission form

· The sample submission form (WNV02) can be found at http://ahvla.defra.gov.uk/vet-gateway/surveillance/forms.htm 
· Please note incomplete submission forms will result in a delay to testing.

· Test reports are sent to the submitting practice unless otherwise indicated on the submission form. Duplicate reports may subsequently be provided but only with the written consent of the submitting veterinary surgeon. TTE test reports will also be sent to the APHA Customer Advice Duty team.

· Please indicate your choice of test. Two ELISA tests are available at APHA. The submitting veterinary surgeon is responsible for the choice of test, and should ensure that the reported results comply with the requirements applicable in the relevant destination country when requested for export purposes.
· Maximum test turnaround time for both tests is 5 working days from sample receipt
· Please indicate your preferred method of payment on the submission form
Submitting samples to APHA
· A minimum of 1ml serum (preferable) or 2ml clotted blood should be sent in a plain leak-proof tube, marked with the owner’s name, animal’s name and microchip / ID number.

· If submitting sera to APHA from outside of the EU please email the WNV Testing Group below for further advice regarding packaging and import requirements.

Send your completed submission form and samples to:

West Nile Virus Serology/Sample Reception

Animal and Plant Health Agency

Woodham Lane,

New Haw Addlestone

Surrey, KT15 3NB,

United Kingdom

Additional Information

· For further information please visit http://apha.defra.gov.uk/apha-scientific/services/lab/serology.htm
· Please contact the West Nile Virus testing Group (APHA Virology Department) if you have any queries relating to the tests. 
           Email: DL-WNVtestinggroup@defra.gov.uk
· For current test prices and additional charges please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/laboratory-test-price-lists
APHA may use samples and test data for training, research and surveillance purposes but without compromising client confidentiality.

The Animal and Plant Health Agency is an Executive Agency of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs working to safeguard animal and plant health for the benefit of people, the environment and the economy.
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